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1. What brought you to squash rackets, and when did you first play? 

i. My parents played squash since I could remember. I always went along with them to the 

squash courts, hitting against the wall in between games. And when I was old enough to start 

playing properly it was natural to just keep playing more and more. 

2. When did you first play at ESC? 

i. When I left Port Elizabeth in South Africa, and made my home in Scotland, in August 2011, I 

got myself settled in and 3 months later joined ESC. A friend of mine, a Scotsman, Douglas Moffat, 

had joined my club (Old Grey) in Port Elizabeth a few years prior, and hearing that I was moving to 

Edinburgh, recommended I join ESC and look no further. 

3. When did you join ESC? 

i. November 2011. 

4. Would you like to provide a timeline of your early life?  

i. Born and bred in Port Elizabeth, South Africa. Played provincial level schools squash 

throughout my schooling years, played for the provincial men’s tea in the Jarvis tournament for a 

few years starting in University. After finishing my qualification in South Africa I moved to 

Edinburgh to pursue work opportunities, and that’s how I landed here. 

5. Have you been a member of other club(s)? 

i. Since I started playing squash: 

1. IMATU squash club (SA) 

2. Walmer squash club (SA) – I know that Alastair has often played there 

3. University of Port Elizabeth / Nelson Mandela University (SA) 

4. Old Grey squash club (SA) 

5. Edinburgh Sports Club (UK) 

6. Who have been your most regular opponents? 

i. In my early years I grew up with a group of talented squash players who went with me 

through the years from primary school to university level. Some of them game up the game along 

the way, but the ones that stuck it out I still call friends. We keep in touch every now and then over 

text or Facebook. 

ii. Tiaan Taljaard used to be my nemesis in during school days. Very talented and athletic 

player, could run for days, very strong and consistent. Our games were the complete opposite of 

each other, which was great as it kept every match interesting and competitive. 

7. What has been you best sporting achievement 

i. Obtaining South African National Schools colours in squash during my matric year. 

8. Which overseas and representative matches have you most enjoyed? 

i. The Jarvis/Kaplan national squash tournament each year is an amazing tournament. And we 

had an amazing group touring together over the years that I represented the team. We played 

hard, very competitively, and partied hard after the matches were completed. I learned a lot during 

those years, from players more experienced than me. They were good people. 

9. What does ESC bring to your life? 

i. Gives me a community of squash players to push myself physically. It’s fantastic to have a 

squash community where you can compete with everything you have, and enjoy a few beers 

afterwards as mates. 

10. Who did you first meet when you came to the club, and do you still know them? 

i. JJ was the first person I saw when I arrived at the club. He gave me the tour. 



 

ii. But the first person to really bring me in was Chris Brock. What a great guy. I didn’t know 

anyone at the club, and after Chris saw me playing on my own on court, he introduced himself, 

asked if I wanted to have a hit with him, and soon after added me to his team in the second 

division. We had a great team, very good people who really enjoyed playing the game, and we won 

the East League that year. Chris and I played a few doubles tournaments together as well. He really 

made ESC home for me. 

11. What has your career path been? 

i. Obtained a BCom Accounting (Hons) degree at the University of Port Elizabeth. 

ii. Completed my articles and obtained my Chartered Accountancy qualification at Deloitte in 

Port Elizabeth. 

iii. Worked for Scott-Moncrieff Chartered Accountants (Edinburgh) in their public audit 

department for 2.5 years. 

iv. Worked for Clearwater Analytics (investment accounting software) (Edinburgh) for 4.5 years. 

v. Currently working for BlackRock Asset Managers in Edinburgh. 

12. What views do you have about the progress the Club is making, and what does the future hold? 

i. I think that the club does a good job of maintaining the facilities, and making ESC a quality 

place to play racket sports. The members are what makes the club what it is, not the facilities, and 

as long as the club remembers that it is for, and because of, its members, I see the club growing 

positively in the foreseeable future. 

13. Do you have any photographs, memorabilia or other records from ESC? 

a. Happy for you to use any photos you find. I’m not a photo guy :) 
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2012 Coutsie's Lucky Nicks  

McLauchlan trophy winners 

- Laas, Palma, Coutts, 

Forrest, Carruth, Hallam and 

Gagliardini 

 

European Club Championships 

2017 Paderborn 

 

European Club Championships 

2018 Eindhoven 

   

   

2013 Riccione – the A, B and 

C squads 

2013 Riccione 

The squad departs 

2017 Paderborn  

Jacques Laas versus Scott Handley (Colets) 

 


